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stuff of the man still remained in them, in order to ensure
that the vital energy of the intended victim is still in the relic,
the object is inserted in a small bamboo tube and put by the
magician under his arm-pit to keep it warm. Afterwards he
wraps the relic in a Gama leaf, in order that, just as Gama
leaves are devoured by caterpillars, so will the body of his
victim become the food of worms. Afterwards he puts the
relic in- a bamboo cane, and wraps it again in Gama leaves,
and ties them with the leaves of a certain climbing plant.
This climbing plant withers and decays very quickly, and so
shall the charmed man quickly lose his strength, and die.
Thus in these enchantments the magician employs both
contagious and homoeopathic magic for the destruction of his
victim.1
In New Britain much use is made of contagious magic for
the detriment or destruction of persons at whom the magician
has a grudge. On this subject an experienced missionary
writes as follows: "Charms (malira) are many, and employed
for many purposes, such as to ensure love, to inflict disease,
and so on. One consists in pricking the footprints of a person
with the barbed bone of a ray-fish. This brings sickness or
evil on the person whose footprints have been so treated.
Sometimes they (the malira or charms) are made out of any-
thing which has had connection or contact with a person, such
as remains of food of which she or he has partaken ; earth
from a footprint, excrement, spittle, hair, or clothing. Any
of these things may be buried with incantation ceremonies,
and thus afflict the people concerned in various ways. The
name of this custom isputa and the articles used putaputana.
This last kind of malira is much guarded against. Expec-
toration is in the form of infinitesimal spray. Stooling is
always in absolute secrecy, and with the greatest care. When
shaving or cutting the hair, every scrap of hair is carefully
burnt, and the crumbs of one's food are also burnt* Now all
these charms work by the power of the spirit world, and
through the spiritual connection of things and men, and day
and night people live and move and have their being in a
spiritualistic atmosphere. They fear each other less as men
than they do as men possessed of a powerful malira. To us
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